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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-10, 14-24 

A ferrule with a concave portion formed such that a flash 
resulting from the moulding process could hinder the ferrule 
from being inserted into a housing. 



2. claims: 11-14 

A ferrule with a concave portion formed for being used as an 
identification means for the properties of the ferrule. 



1. The common concept linking the two subjects is a ferrule having a 
concave portion. However, ferrules with a concave portion are known (a 
concave portion being a very common shape). Document D1=JP-02016021 (see 
Fig. 2 and the abstract), for example, discloses a ferrule having concave 
portions formed at the front and rear side faces of a flange (11). 

2.1 The further features of subject 1 relate to the positioning of the 
concave portion in the flange portion. The problem to be solved by the 
inventions of subject 1 can be construed as: How to design the ferrule in 
order to avoid the formation of a flash in a position where the flash 
could be an obstacle to inserting the ferrule into a housing, the flash 
resulting from the moulding process and being formed in the vicinity to 
the gate of the mould, i.e. in the vicinity to the location where the 
resin is injected into the mould. 

2.2 The further features of subject 2 relate to the formation of a 
concave portion in the ferrule, the concave portion being used for 
marking the ferrule with respect to its features (material, number of 
fibres, etc). Therefore, the concave portion must be placed in a position 
where it is visible to the user and its features (such as its shape) must 
be chosen such that it can be used for coding the properties of the 
ferrule. 

3. There thus exists neither a common concept nor common or corresponding 
special technical features forming a contribution over the prior art in 
the sense of Article 82 and Rule 30 EPC, such that the requirements of 
the EPC with respect to unity of invention are not fulfilled. 
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